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EXPLANATORY NOTE. 



The only extant specimens of Shakespeare's Hand- 
writing that are of undisputed authenticity consist of the 
five autograph signatures which are reproduced here. As 
in the case of Edmund Spenser and of almost all the great 
authors who were contemporary with Shakespeare, no 
fragment of Shakespeare's Handwriting outside his signa- 
tures — no letter nor any scrap of his literary work — is 
known to be in existence. 

• 

These five signatures were appended by the poet to 
the following documents : — 

The Purchase-deed (on parchment), dated March 10, 1613, 
of a house in Blackfriars, which the poet then 
acquired. (Now in the Guildhall Library, London.) 

A Mortgage-deed (on parchment), dated March 11, 1613, 
relating to the house in Blackfriars, purchased by 
the poet the day before. (Now in the British 
Museum.) 

The Poet's Will, finally executed in March 1616, within a 
month of his death. This document, which is now at 
Somerset House, London, consists of three sheets ot 
paper, at the foot of each of which Shakespeare 

« 

signed his name. 



SHAKESPEARE'S HANDWRITING. 



In all the signatures Shakespeare used the old 
* English ' mode of writing, which resembles that still in 
vogue in Germany. During the seventeenth century the 
old 4 English * character was finally displaced in England 
by the 4 Italian ' character, which is now universal in 
England and in all English-speaking countries. In Shake- 
speare's day highly-educated men, who were graduates of 
the Universities and had travelled abroad in youth, were 
capable of writing both the old ' English ' and the ' Italian ' 
character with equal facility. As a rule they employed 
the ' English ' character in their ordinary correspondence, 
but signed their names in the 'Italian' hand. Shake- 
speare's use of the 1 English ' script exclusively was 
doubtless a result of his provincial education. He learnt 
only the 4 English ' character at school at Stratford-on-Avon, 
and he never troubled to exchange it for the more fashion- 
able 4 Italian ' character in later life. 

Men did not always sign their names in the same way 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and Shakespeare 
does not seem to have adopted an unchangeable mode 
of spelling when affixing his signature to the documents 
described. 

Plates I. and II. The signature to the first document is 
commonly read as 4 William Shakspe/r,' though in all other 
portions of the deed the surname is spelt 4 Shakfspec/m' 
The signature to the second document has been interpreted 
both as 4 Shakspe/r ' and 4 Shakspc/r/r. In neither of 



EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

these signatures are the letters following the first 4 e ' in 
the second syllable fully written out. They are indi- 
cated by a flourish above the 'e.' Shakespeare apparently 
deemed it needful to confine his signature to the narrow 
strip of parchment that was inserted in the fabric of the 
deed to bear the seal, and he consequently lacked adequate 
space wherein to complete his autograph. The flourish 
above the 4 e ' has been held to represent the cursive mark 
of abbreviation for * re ' which was in use among mediaeval 
scribes. It is doubtful, however, whether mediaeval methods 
of handwriting were familiar to Shakespeare or his contem- 
poraries. In the second of the two signatures, the flourish 
has also been read as 'a'. But in both cases the flourish 
has possibly a less determinate significance than any 
which has hitherto been assigned to it. It may be in 
both autographs no more than a hasty dash of the pen- a 
rough and ready indication that the writer was hindered 
from completing the word that he had begun by the 
narrowness of the strip of parchment to which he was 
seeking to restrict his handwriting. Whether, therefore, 
the surname in the two documents should be interpreted as 
4 Shakspere ' or 4 Shakspe^ ' cannot be stated positively. 

The seal, of which an impression in wax is attached 
by a parchment tag to each of these documents, bears 
the initials *H.L.' These initials are those of Henry 
Lawrence, one of the witnesses to Shakespeare's signature. 
Lawrence was 4 servant ' or clerk to Robert Andrewes, 
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SHAKESPEARE'S HANDWRITING. 



the scrivener who drew the two deeds. (Lee's ' Life of 
Shakespeare,' pp. 267-8.) 

Plate III. — The ink of the first signature which 
Shakespeare appended to his Will has now faded almost 
beyond recognition, but that it was 'Shakspere' may be 
inferred from the facsimile made by George Steevens in 
1776. The second and third signatures to the Will, which 
are easier to decipher, have been variously read as 
* Shakspere,' ' Shakspea/r,' and 'Shakespeare; but a close 
examination suggests that, whatever the second signature 
may be, the third, which is preceded by the two words 
4 By me' (also in the poet's handwriting), is ' Shakspeare.' 

'Shakespeare' was the form adopted in the text of 
all the legal documents relating to the poet's property, 
and is to be seen in the inscription on his monument in 
the Church of Stratford-on-Avon. It is followed in the 
poet's printed signatures affixed by his authority to the 
dedicatory epistles in the original editions of his two nar- 
rative poems, 'Venus and Adonis' (1593) and ' Lucrece ' 
(1594) ; and it is prominent on the title-pages of almost 
all contemporary editions of his plays. Consequently, the 
form ' Shakespeare ' alone has the sanction of legal and 
literary usage. (Ibid., pp. 284-5.) 



6 



Plate I. 




SHAKKSPEARB'S autograph signature appended to the purchase- 
deed OF A HOUSE IN BLACKFRI ARS ON MARCH IO, 1613. 

Reproduced from the original document now preserved in the Guildhall Library, London. 
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'A definitive biography.'— V\u. Mali. Gazette 
Third Edition 

# 

With Two Portraits of Shakespeare, a Portrait of the Earl of Southampton 
and Facsimiles of Shakespeare's known Signatures 

I • « 

Large Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

LIFE OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 

By SIDNEY LEE 

Editor of the 1 Dictionary of National Biography ' 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

Blackwood's Magazine for February ' Were " Maga" to "crown " 

the best book of the past year, she would not hesitate to select Mr. Lee's " Life of 
William Shakespeare." This masterly work is an honour to English scholarship, 
an almost perfect model of its kind, and it is matter for great national rejoicing 
that the standard life of Shakespeare has at last been made in England, karely 
have we seen a book so wholly satisfying, so admirably planned, so skilfully 
executed. ... It is an absolutely indispensable handbook for every intelligent 
reader of the plays.' 

Athenaeum.— ' One of the most notable liooks of the sea-son. . . . There is 
no doubt that for some time to come, probably for a long time, it will be a general 
text-book.' 

literature. — ' Mr. Lee's work, both for its literary qualities and its scholar- 
ship, does credit to English letters, and it will probably be regarded for years to 
come as the most useful, the most judicious, and the most authoritative of all 
existing biographies of the poet.* 

Spectator. — ' Unquestionably one of the most remarkable achievements of 
modern English scholarship. . . . The mass of obscure and tangled controversies 
which he has ravelled out is immense.' 

Times. — ' A marvel of research, and, though we find it hard to agree with all 
the author '5 conclusions, it is, on the whole, remarkably temperate, judicious, and 
convincing. . . . Never before has learning been brought to l>ear upon Shake- 
speare's biography with anything like the same force.' 

Academy. — 'An admirable piece of work, and should at once take rank as 
the standard life of the poet for this generation.' 

Saturday Review. — ' Mr. Lee has produced what deserves to be, and will 
••probably become, the standard life of our great national poet.' 

World. — 'Compact, lucidly written, and wholly admirable. ... A work 
which is destined without doubt to hold a permanent and important place in the 
bibliography of the " poet of all time." ' 

Review of Reviews. — ' This book fills a gap in Shakespearian literature. 
It is a model of what such a biography ought to be.' 

Speaker. — ' The successful biographer must hit the mean between the aridity 
of mere narrative, and the impertinence, in the strict etymological sense, of literary 
and psychological criticism. We can hardly imagine this difficult task more 
dexterously achieved than by Mr. Lee.' 

Outlook.— ' Thorough, conscientious, and scholarly ... the volume must 
form an indispensable portion of the equipment of every Shakespearian student.' 

Notes and Queries. — ' Mr. Lee's " Life" will take up an important and 
enduring place. It is, in fact, the sanest, the most trustworthy, the most helpful 
guide to a knowledge of Shakespeare that has appeared, a work the student is 
bound to possess and have under his hand for purposes of constant reference.' 



LEE'S 4 LIFE OF WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE/ 



OPINIONS OF THE PRESS -conlimt, 

Standard. — ' Supersedes Halliwell-Phillipp's "Outlines," and embodies all 
the researches of Phillipps himself, and of pretty nearly every other scholar, ancient 
or modern, who has laboured to elucidate Shakespeare's personal history.' 

Westminster Gazette. — ' An indispensable work to the Shakespearian 
student, indeed up to the time of writing the classic of the subject.' 

Morning: Post.—' The most useful, the most trustworthy, and the most 
complete account of Shakespeare's career that has yet been given to the English- 
speaking world.' 

Manchester Courier. — ' It will serve as an index to all good Shakespearian 
literature, and it provides young students of the dramatist with a handbook which 
will save them a vast amount of time and trouble. It affords a basis for the study 
of Shakespeare such as is offered by no other volume of equal size.' 

Daily Chronicle. — ' By far the best and eompletest short life of Shakes|> L -.ire 
that we possess, and it must find a place in even the most modern Shakespearian 
library.' 

Yorkshire Post* — 'A volume which may certainly be accepted as the 
standard authority for reference. The book will take its place on the shelves of all 
who have any sort of interest in Shakespearian controversy, and in the accepted 
details of the poet's life.' 

Scotsman. — ' The Shakespearian scholar, not less than the general reader, 
1 will welcome it for the clearness, conciseness, and completeness with which it Sets 
before one the ascertained facts of Shakespeare >. life, and for the sound judgment, 
painstaking research, and literary skill which it displays in every page." 

Manchester Guardian.—' We had a right to expect a good life of 
Shakespeare from the editor of the "Dictionary of National Biography." We 
expected his "Life" to lie above all free from extravagance and fantasy, a safer 
guide than anv other among the intricacies and pitfalls that beset the biographer. 
The present volume fulfils these hopes in many respects, and in some respects out- 
goes them. It must be Ixnight by every library, and read by every private student 
of our literature.' 

New York Times. — 1 Its uncommon interest and value are not to be dis- 
puted. It places Shakespeare, the man, the player, the poet, the theatrical 
manager, before the student m no positively new light, to be sure, but in a stronger 
and clearer light than any other single book of its character ever published.' 

New York Trihune.— ' Mr. Lee displays not only imagination, sympathy, 
learning, and critical acumen, but abundant good sense. His volume provides just 
the machinery that the student wants, and cannot find anywhere in such admi- 
rable form. We venture to call this an ideal biography of the poet.* 

Philadelphia Evening: Telegraph. Mr. Lee s new life of Shakespeare 
differs from other lives of the poet in much the same way that Green's 'Short 
History bTthe English People ' differs from other histories. Instead of being a 
piece of hyperbole more or less extravagant, it is eminently direct and practical. 
... It is hardly too much to say that the poet now for the first time has left the 
region of abstraction and speculation, and veritably lives for us.' 

Vossische Zeitnng*. -' Daj E^schelnen ties " Leben William Shakespeares " 
von Sidney Lee i^t ein literarisch-geschichtliche-s Ereigniss. nicht nur weil der 
Vtirfasser un/.weifclhaft zu den besten Kennern des englischen Dramatikers gehdrt. 
sondern auch weil der vorliegende Band so ziemlich alles bietet, was zu wissen 
nbthig ist. . . . Sidney I^ee bietet in ejneni bescheidenen Band cine erschopfende 
und gutgeordnete Darstcllung des Thatsachlichen in Shakespeares Lebcnslauf und 
Wirken.' 

LONDON: SMITH, ELDER, & CO., 15 Waterloo Place. 
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THE BORROWER WILL BE CHARGED 
AN OVERDUE FEE IF THIS BOOK IS 
NOT RETURNED TO THE LIBRARY 
ON OR BEFORE THE LAST DATE 
STAMPED BELOW. NON-RECEIPT OF 
OVERDUE NOTICES DOES NOT 
EXEMPT THE BORROWER FROM 
OVERDUE FEES. 
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